
Alexiõs Garden is a special playground and unique 

outdoor classroom designed specifically for children 

with disabilities from birth to three years of age.  The 

Garden, built in memory of former PRIDE student Alexi 

Ann Hendricks, is a gift from her family, hundreds of 

volunteers and the kindness of donors.  The Garden 

continues to grow today with each new addition of 

learning features.  

  

The Val Dmitriev Courtyard honors Dr. Valentine 

Dmitriev, a pioneer and dedicated professional who 

believed that all children can learn. The Courtyard 

provides a comfortable place for children and adults 

to share time together.   

  

Weõve created a specialized environment to foster 

sensory, motor, social and cognitive learning. We are 

delighted to provide a safe environment where all 

children and their families can learn and grow.    

  

Alexiõs Garden and the Val Dmitriev Courtyard were 

dedicated August 19, 2006.  
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Former PRIDE for Kids student, Alexi Ann Hendricks, 

was born August 18, 2003.  She was a beautiful 

girl with rosebud lips and gorgeous blue eyes.  Her 

favorite things were dancing with Mommy and 

snuggling with Daddy and her big brother, Jordan. 

She loved being held, listening to music and being 

outdoors. Her favorite places to go were PRIDE for 

Kids and music class where she shared time with 

her classmates and teachers.   

  

Alexi was born with a cortical visual impairment 

called òcortical blindness.ó  Her eyes were fine, but 

her brain had trouble processing visual information. 

She also had a seizure disorder and low muscle 

tone. Specialists described her combination of 

challenges as òglobal developmental delay.ó  At 

PRIDE for Kids, Alexi learned exercises that were 

incorporated into her daily life and play to increase 

her visual abilities. Playtime also included games 

and exercises to develop strength and foster new 

skills. Alexi worked hard and was proud of her 

accomplishments. 

  

Alexi died from complications of her disabilities on 

July 2, 2005. Her life has helped other children 

through cornea and tissue donation and inspired 

hundreds of volunteers and contributors to build 

Alexiõs Garden, a special playground for all the 

children and families at PRIDE for Kids. 
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We hope all the children at Alexiõs 

Garden experience the joy of play-

ing and learning!  

  

        Jeff & Karen Hendricks Family 


