From Camas baby’s tragic death,
a special playground is born

Clarice Keating
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And Alexi loved being outdoars.

H

Karen and Jeff thought: “This is OK,
she's blind. We con handle this."
Two manths later, Alexi i
seizures. Doctors checked brain
waves, but they couldn't figure cut what
caused them. Sometimes Alexi would

outhreaks of seirures that couldn’t
lled, and the fiumily, includi
Austin, who is now 6, spent many nights
at the hospital. spent hours on the
computers at the ital
information about Alexi's problems.
“It seems £o0 bad initially whul_m
find out these " Jefl said.
more we started
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Alexi's development was slow, and her
list of physical issnes continued to grow.
amdwmdzdmm
s family discovered later,
@ small hole in her into which
food and drink would When Alexi
tried to eat, it would lead to violent
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Continued from page B

The equipment is too large or
illcqtipped; the torrain Ty
be difficult to navigate with
wheelchairs or other adaptive
oquipment.

Sinee October 2006, the cash dona

Hendricks have worked tire-
lessly to secure donations and
organize hundreds of hours of
volunteer time to plan,
design, prepare and install
the proj

“Alexi required n good deal
of care and time and not hay-
ing her in our lives os left a
hole in our hearts and sched-
ules,” Karen said. “The play-
ground keeps us working on
something positive and is
healing. Knowing we can
help other children with chal-
lenges experience joy and
learn in o safe autdoar anea is

ng.
Hewlett-Packard, where
Jeff works, has allowed ita
emu_wu to uso their “lead-
worship training” days to work
ot the site, most recently to
install the patio,

Countless businesses and

anly hay- visited her
Hendricks

shape into a with a i
design with disahilities.
outdoor play
often n chal for little ones with
and ies.
See PRLD.E, page B4

individuals have donated
fury

ds, time and oxpertise to
th proj ;
tokal project is expect-
ed to cost $125,000, )
To date, the committee has
mare than i

$11,500 in promised funds,
and o $20,000 grant from the

The project is still in need
of menetary and in-kind
donations. ey hope to
recnive slppru:imnu']g
$45,000 in donations to finks]
the project.
The park will be dedicatod
Aug, 19, at the ARC Family
Center, at 6511 N.E. 18th St.,
in Vancouver.

It the day after Aloxi's
birthday. =

“Is amazing, the impact
this little person has had,”
Jeff gaid.

b donate or get involved,
eantact ARC of Lo
Exccutive Assistant Laurie
Calhoun at 256-1562, Ext. 12.
For more information about
the profect, log on 0o wewie are-
familycenter.arg.



